
 
 
 

 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Ron Whisenand, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: National Flood Insurance Program 
  
DATE: June 19, 2007 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to authorize a contract with Rick Engineering for civil 

engineering services related to requirements from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for participation in the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  

  
FACTS: 1. The City of Paso Robles participates in the National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP).  The NFIP is administered by the Federal Insurance Administration, a 
component of FEMA.  In each state, the governor designates a coordinating 
agency for the NFIP.  In California, it is the Department of Water Resources.  
Each community that participates in the NFIP is typically visited on a three to 
five-year cycle.    

 
 2. In September, 2006, a representative of the State Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) visited the City to exchange information regarding various 
aspects related to participation in the National Flood Insurance Program and 
to provide assistance as needed. 

 
 3. In February, 2007, DWR issued a letter to the City outlining specific actions 

needed on the part of the City to bring the community’s flood plain 
management program into compliance with NFIP requirements.  Among the 
tasks needed to comply with NFIP requirements, the City must update their 
flood plain ordinance to meet current standards. 

 
 4. We have received proposals from private consultants to update the flood plain 

ordinance from Wood-Rodgers of Sacramento ($12,000) and from Rick 
Engineering of San Luis Obispo ($12,000).  The Rick Engineering proposal is 
more comprehensive and includes representation and assistance to the City in 
regard to response documentation to FEMA.  Furthermore, Rick Engineering 
has specific experience in preparation of studies and documentation for 
review and acceptance by FEMA.  Their background includes understanding 
of and need for Flood Elevation Certificates, another aspect of the City’s 
reporting requirements.  
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ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION:  The current Paso Robles Flood Plain Ordinance was adopted in January, 1998.  

The State Department of Water Resources, working on behalf of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, has identified specific limitations in the 
ordinance that need to be updated to be consistent with National Flood 
Insurance Program requirements.   

 
  In a visit to Paso Robles in September 2006, a DWR representative noted four 

potential violations of the City’s floodplain ordinance.  Our staff has found 
that in each case documentation can be provided to demonstrate compliance 
with the ordinance.  However, each case is unique and will require response 
to DWR. 

 
  Additional responses to DWR will include demonstration of a FEMA 

Elevation Certificate Filing System and an outline of procedures for issuing 
building permits in the Special Flood Hazard Area. 

 
  Rick Engineering of San Luis Obispo has provided a comprehensive proposal 

to update the City’s flood plain ordinance and to assist with representation 
and response to DWR’s request for information. 

   
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Municipal Code Section 21.14 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The Rick Engineering Proposal is estimated at $12,000. 
  
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 07-xx authorizing the City Council to enter into an         

agreement with Rick Engineering for civil engineering services and 
approving a one-time budget appropriation from the general fund in an 
amount not to exceed $15,000 to budget account 100-710-5224-212 for 
fiscal year 2007-08. 

    
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments (3) 
1) Proposal from Rick Engineering 
2) Proposal from Wood-Rodgers 
3) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 07- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT WITH RICK ENGINEERING FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING 

SERVICES RELATED TO THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 
  

 
WHEREAS, the State Department of Water Resources working on behalf of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has identified the need for the City to update its Floodplain Management Ordinance 
and to provide reporting related to flood plain issues within the City; and 
  
WHEREAS, Rick Engineering Company has provided a proposal to update the City’s Floodplain 
Management Ordinance and to provide representation of behalf of the City to the Department of Water 
Resources. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles to 
approve a one-time budget appropriation from the general fund in an amount not to exceed $15,000 to 
budget account 100-710-5224-212 for fiscal year 2008. 
 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 19th day of June 2007 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
 
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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